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Executive Summary

The Faith in Action (FIA) initiative at St Laurence's
College blends faith with practical service and community
involvement. Anchored in the teachings of Jesus Christ
and inspired by the charism of Edmund Rice the initiative
instils compassion, justice, and peace in its participants.

The FIA initiative, includes Houses in Action and Music
in Action, encourages the school community to live

out the Catholic Christian narrative through actionable
practices and fosters a sense of belonging and service
among students and staff.

The Houses in Action program focuses on holistic
student development across ten pastoral houses, with
missions that range from supporting veterans' families
to aiding hospitalised children, thereby embedding

a culture of service within the school's fabric. Similarly,
Music in Action strengthens connections between

the college, a primary school, and parish, using music
as a medium for spiritual and communal harmony.
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Enablers of these initiatives include strong leadership,
parental support, and the integration of faith into both
curricular and extracurricular activities, which collectively
promote an inclusive and engaging educational environment.

Indicators of success of the FIA initiative are evident in

its broad participation rates, the integration of its activities
within educational frameworks, and the personal growth
experienced by students. Outcomes highlight its impact
on the college and wider community, from enhancing
student well-being and fostering inclusivity to deepening
faith connections and promoting holistic development.

The FIA initiative serves as a model for
integrating faith and action in educational
settings, suggesting a dynamic path forward
for Catholic education.
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Mission in Context

Characteristics

Central to FIA are the Edmund Rice Touchstones

of Liberating Education, Gospel Spirituality, Inclusive
Community and Justice and Solidarity. Faith in
Action initiatives aim to transform the Catholic
Christian narrative into actionable practices, urging
its community to emulate Jesus and Edmund Rice

by acknowledging and fostering the sacredness

and support of whole people and whole communities.
Two major expressions of the Faith in Action
initiative are Houses in Action and Music in Action.
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Houses in Action

The Houses in Action program is a cornerstone of the
broader Faith in Action initiative, meticulously crafting
mission within each house to promote students' learning
through critical thinking, advocacy, service, faith, and
reflective practice. Within the overall group of 10 pastoral
houses, four houses; Callan, Duhig, Waterford, and
Xavier, are indicative of the overall service and outreach
orientation of the 10 houses. Callan House mission
addresses community needs such as supporting veterans'
families; Duhig House assists a local Catholic primary
school such as gardening and conducting an annual
stationary drive; Waterford House celebrates diversity,
fosters social responsibility and community connection for
disabled young people; and Xavier House aids families of
hospitalised children staying at Ronald McDonald House.

A vertical house structure further integrates faith in
action with pastoral care and curricular aspects, fostering
a socially aware ethos under the college motto "To do

and to teach." This blend of voluntary and compulsory
engagement ensures wide participation, while practical
experiences and inter-house collaboration build resilience,
humility, and a deep sense of community, embodying

the ethos of being a school for others.

Music in Action

The Music in Action program of the Faith in Action
initiative represents a dynamic fusion of music and
community engagement, uniting primary and secondary
schools with a parish through the shared experience of
singing at Mass. This initiative fosters a deep connection
between educational institutions and their local parish
communities and underscores the vital role of music as

a tool for spiritual and communal harmony.

Music teachers at the college also serve as music ministers
within parishes, allowing the initiative to leverage
professional expertise to enhance the liturgical experience.
The development of a common and shared approach in
support of liturgy offers profound reflections on the impact
of music ministry from the perspectives of music ministers,
teachers, students, families, liturgy participants and school
leaders. Introduced as an element of the Year 10 Certificate
IT the Music in Action program has enriched student
experiences and formed lasting friendships through
community contribution.

This initiative cultivates students' musical talents and
leadership abilities and also deepens their connection

to their faith and community, showcasing music as a
powerful means for connection and mutual development.



Enablers

Houses in Action

The success of Houses in Action programs can be attributed
to several key enablers, each playing a crucial role in
embedding these initiatives within the college's culture.
Exemplary staff formation and leadership, particularly
from senior school leaders, along with repeated messaging
and strategic timetabling, ensure these programs address
the service-oriented and holistic needs of adolescents.
Parental support further amplifies the impact. Experiential
learning and inclusive practices make the program accessible
and relevant to all students.

Flexible after-hours scheduling accommodates diverse
needs, while the proactive and culturally embedded
approach of the initiative ensures it resonates deeply with
the college tradition. The receptivity and commitment of
students and staff encourages a developmentally relevant
program, starting with tangible experiences to engage
students fully.

Music in Action

The success of the Music in Action program is deeply
rooted in a synergistic collection of enablers that bring
the program to life. Central to its effectiveness is the
presence of enthusiastic, competent, and committed staff,
whose passion for music and education fuels the initiative.

The initiative thrives also on the fervour of students with

a genuine love for music, regardless of their proficiency
levels, creating a vibrant community eager to engage

and learn. The receptivity of parish priest and the proactive
stance of the school forge a strong connection between
educational institutions and the church, facilitating

a welcoming environment for the program.

The school's forward-thinking approach and the parish's
openness ensure that student agency is prioritised,
allowing them to take ownership of their musical journey
and fostering music as a source of joy and a medium for
connection, service and relationship.

Indicators

Houses in Action

The effectiveness of the Houses in Action program
is evident through various indicators that reflect its
comprehensive impact on the school community.

The program’s success is highlighted by the increasing
frequency of requests to participate, indicating a growing
enthusiasm among students and staff. Another promising
indicator is the potential for inclusion of the program’s
activities within the Queensland Certificate of Education
(QCE) Framework (Certificate IT in Active Volunteering),
underlining its educational value and relevance for some
students completing their QCE requirements.

Student reflections on personal outcomes, particularly
their emotional and metacognitive responses, such

as feeling uplifted after participating, underscore the
program's positive impact on individual growth. This
sense of achievement, coupled with heightened motivation,
emotional, and community awareness, signifies a deep-
seated engagement across the college aligning with

St Laurence's holistic educational goals inspired by

the Gospels and the traditions of the Catholic church.

Music in Action

The success of the Music in Action program is discernible
through a constellation of indicators reflecting its
effectiveness in enhancing liturgical participation and
community engagement. Foremost among these is the
participation of all attendees in Mass, not only in the
musical elements but also in the responses, marking a
significant deepening of the communal prayer experience.

Notably, there's been a remarkable improvement in the
reverence and active involvement of families and guests
during sacramental occasions such as confirmation,

first communion, and reconciliation. Parish celebrations
include collaborative planning efforts that span the
primary school, parish, and college, with the support

of the parish priest being a pivotal factor. This receptivity
of students extends beyond the church setting into school
liturgies, showcasing a successful skills transference.
Students emerge from the program with heightened
confidence, which is supported by parent acceptance

and underscores the initiative's effectiveness.

Collectively, these indicators not only highlight the
program's impact on fostering a collaborative and
integrated approach to music within the sacred liturgy
but also its role in building a vibrant, participatory
church community in the local parish primary school
and the college.
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Qutcomes
Houses in Action

The outcomes of the Houses in Action program manifest
the bridging of mission with tangible practice within
the college. Central to these outcomes is the seamless
integration of service and learning, deeply rooted in

the Gospel tradition. Student well-being is discernible,
as they engage creatively in activities which enhance
their sensitivity to diversity but also fosters increased
collaboration across houses.

This sense of belonging and contribution
encourages students to open their hearts
beyond their immediate concerns, realising
that even small acts can make significant
impacts.

The program nurtures a school family atmosphere
characterized by diversity, inclusiveness, and a preferential
option for the less fortunate, leading to heightened student
awareness and community contribution. This holistic
development of students ensures they not only excel
academically but also make meaningful and effective
contributions to their communities, embodying the ethos
of the college and preparing them for a life beyond it.

Music in Action

The Music in Action program has catalysed a wide array

of outcomes predicted and unpredicted that resonate deeply
across the school and parish community, demonstrating the
profound impact of marrying musical education with faith
engagement. Significant enhancements in family and guest
participation at sacramental events highlight a communal
deepening of sacramental awareness and participation,
while developing in students valuable liturgical and musical
knowledge applicable to the school and parish.

The program nurtures an environment of cooperation,
goodwill, and understanding, essential for fostering robust
school-parish connections and engaging parents and
friends more fully in the Mass. It also encourages healthy
mentorship between older and younger students, enhancing
personal, educational, and spiritual journeys. The program
transcends mere skill development, challenging secular
humanism by intertwining faith with action, fostering

a community mindset inspired by the Gospel.

Participants experience personal and spiritual growth
through understanding diverse faith traditions, and
discovering a shared language of music and faith that
unites. This leads to strengthened teacher-student
relationships, enriched faith education, and a palpable joy
in giving and learning, underscoring the initiative's success
in creating a holistic, quality experiences for all involved.
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Alignment to the Mission in Practice Framework

Tradition

St Laurence's College's Faith in Action (FIA) initiative
draws deeply from the life-giving Gospel of Jesus, engaging
participants with the person and message of Christ in ways
that foster respectful relationships and human flourishing.
The initiative is underpinned by the Edmund Rice
Touchstones of Liberating Education, Gospel Spirituality,
Inclusive Community, and Justice and Solidarity. This
approach celebrates the school's unique history and
charism while engaging in outreach and dialogue with the
community. The FIA initiative manifests the identity of the
school as a vibrant, connected, and relational community,
acting as a sign and instrument of the Gospel in the world.

Purpose

The purpose of the FIA initiative is clearly reflected in its
commitment to contributing to the work of God, present
in the world. Through the alignment with national,
provincial, and education authority expectations, the FIA
initiative aims to achieve specific outcomes for students
that resonate with the school's mission. The curriculum,
both stated and hidden, supports holistic learning and
human flourishing, expressing the Gospel and Tradition
through religious education, the wider curriculum, and the
school's culture. This is further enriched by being attentive
to First Nations, refugee needs, ecumenical, inter-faith, and
contemporary forms of spirituality within the community,
thus establishing structured ways for organising the school
in support of its mission and practice relationships.

Learning

The holistic development of students at St Laurence's
College, centred in Christ and informed by Tradition
and Purpose, is embedded in the FIA initiative. The
initiative views each student as a unique, graced
individual, deserving of a successful learning experience
that acknowledges their development, context, needs,
and interests. Teaching strategies empower learners with
knowledge, skills, behaviours, and dispositions that enhance
holistic development and prepare them for community
participation. Leadership within the program supports
and empowers learning through leading, teaching,
witnessing, and advocacy, offering formal and informal
integrated learning experiences that are inclusive.

Witness

The tangible outcomes and engagements of the Faith

in Action initiative serve as a witness to the effective
integration of cultural expressions from Tradition, Purpose,
and Learning. The school environment, modelling by
leaders, and ritualistic celebrations all align with the
mission, addressing contemporary contexts and uniting

the community. Solidarity is advanced through shared
language in policy and active community practices which
in turn fosters a sense of togetherness, joy in giving, learning
about other faiths, and an eye-opening realization of
interconnectedness.
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Insights for advancing Catholic Education

The Faith in Action initiative and its programs of Houses in Action and Music in Action offer
profound insights for advancing Catholic education, embodying principles that could shape

its future direction.

The Houses in Action program advances Catholic
education through the following principles:

o Characteristics: practical experiences of faith
in action.

» Enablers: proactive, supportive, and culturally
embedded program within the college tradition.

» Indicators: comprehensive staff and student
engagement with community.

o Outcomes: holistic student development and cross
curricular learning.

Through Houses in Action, the organisation emerges

as a prophetic voice, demonstrating proactive inclusion
and engaging in the new evangelisation in ways that
transcend charitable acts. This initiative highlights the
importance of story as a foundation for motivation,
underscoring the holistic approach to engaging whole
people and communities in a manner inspired by Christ,
while the deliberate shift in nomenclature from service
learning to faith in action underscores a deeper
engagement with faith-based activities.

The Music in Action program advances Catholic
education through the following principles:

o Characteristics: music as means for connection
and celebration.

o Enablers: the nature of music as fundamentally joy
filled and prayerful.

+ Indicators: a collaborative approach to integrating
music in school and parish sacred liturgy.

o Outcomes: quality experience emerging from shared
participation.

Music in Action is an exemplary model for primary school,
college and parish connection, showcasing the potential for
youth ministry to emerge as a central component of Catholic
education. This initiative illustrates the power of experiential
and joy-filled activities, integrating these experiences into
the curriculum and thus deepening students' connection

to their parish and school faith community. Together, these
insights offer a dynamic opportunity for Catholic education
to embrace a holistic approach to learning and service which
fosters meaningful connections between schools and parishes,
and positions Catholic education and the parish as a united
vibrant, inclusive force for good in the world.
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