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Fact sheet 
 

Child Safe Standards 
Queensland is implementing the Child Safe Standards, which were developed in response to 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. This is part of a 
national approach to promoting child safety and wellbeing in a consistent and focused 
manner. 

All organisations that engage in child-related work, provide services for children, or run 
facilities for children’s use, must implement the Child Safe Standards as mandated by the 
Child Safe Organisation Act 2024. 

From 1 January 2026, all Queensland schools are required to implement and action the Child 
Safe Standards. 

What are Child Safe Standards? 
The Child Safe Standards are a set of legislated standards designed to help organisations 
create environments that are safe for children and young people. 

The Standards aim to provide a framework for making organisations safer that can be 
actioned in a flexible and tailored manner so that organisations of different types and sizes 
can implement them in an effective way. 

Child Safe Standards 
1. Child safety and wellbeing is embedded in organisational leadership, governance and 

culture. 

2. Children are informed about their rights, participate in decisions affecting them and are 
taken seriously. 

3. Families and communities are informed and involved in promoting child safety and 
wellbeing. 

4. Equity is upheld and diverse needs respected in policy and practice. 

5. People working with children are suitable and supported to reflect child safety and 
wellbeing in practice. 

6. Processes to respond to complaints of child abuse are child focused. 

7. Staff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep children 
safe through ongoing education and training. 

8. Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing and minimise the 
opportunity for children to be harmed. 

9. Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is regularly reviewed and improved. 

10. Policies and procedures document how the entity is safe for children. 
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Universal principle 
When organisations implement the Child Safe Standards they must also provide an 
environment that ensures the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. 
This is known as the Universal Principle. 

The Universal Principle needs to be embedded in each of the ten Child Safe Standards. It has 
the same importance as each of the Child Safe Standards. 

 

Queensland Family and Child Commission 
The Queensland Family and Child Commission (QFCC) is the oversight body that will 
implement, monitor and report on the Child Safe Standards. 

QFCC has published resources on its website that can be used for communication purposes 
here. 

 

 

Guidelines 
To assist organisations in implementing the Child Safe Standards, QFCC has published the 
Guidelines for Implementing the Universal Principle and Child Safe Standards in Queensland 
here. 

The QFCC Guidelines may be used by schools in improving understanding of the Child Safe 
Standards and Universal Principle and developing appropriate policies and procedures. The 
Guidelines are designed to help everyone who works with children to understand how they 
can contribute to keeping children and young people safe. 

 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/childsafe/standards
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-05/Guidelines%20for%20implementing%20the%20Universal%20Principle%20and%20Child%20Safe%20Standards%20in%20Queensland.pdf
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