
 

 

Students with Disability in Non-State Schools 
Quick Reference Guide 

 

Students with Disability Program for Non-State Schools: 

Census instructions for completing the school survey data for students with disability in non-state schools can 
be found at https://nssab.qld.edu.au/Census/index.php. 
 
The Students with Disability Program for Non-State Schools policy document outlines the program purpose 
and use, eligibility and information about administration of the program. The policy document can be found at 
https://education.qld.gov.au/about-us/budgets-funding-grants/grants/non-state-school/students-with-
disability-program. 
 

Supports to Non-State Schools for Students with Disability:   

Website: 
https://education.qld.gov.au/students/students-with-disability/support-to-non-state-schools 

 

Dual enrolment  

Enrolment is available for eligible students with disability who may enrol in both a non-state school and either 
a state special school; or a state school (primary or secondary). Dual Enrolment is dependent on: 

• the student meeting the eligibility criteria for enrolment into a state special school;  

• the student being enrolled at the state school by the state school principal;  

• the student's part-time participation in the state school and non-state school being equivalent to    
full-time participation in one school, unless an exception to full-time participation under the Education 
General Provisions Act 2006 (EGPA) applies; and 

• the Dual Enrolment meeting and continuing to meet the requirements of sections 182-183 of the 
EGPA. 
 

The state school and non-state school providing the educational program through Dual Enrolment must 
correctly complete the Department of Education’s (the Department’s) approved form, Dual enrolment of 
students with disability in a state special school and non-state school, including seeking the student’s (where 
appropriate) and parent/carer agreement. 

Advisory Visiting Teachers (AVTs)  

AVTs are available for students enrolled in state and non-state schools. AVTs have specialist skills and 
knowledge of blindness and vision impairment (BVI), students who are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH) and 
physical impairment (PI). AVTs are available to support schools and classroom teachers to make reasonable 
adjustments to enable students with disability to access and participate in education on the same basis as 
their peers: 

• in the areas of BVI, DHH, or PI, where there is an appropriate medical or specialist report (as per the 
table below); and  

• whose activity limitations, participation restrictions and associated significant education adjustments 
evidence the additional support required from a specialist AVT. 

 

 

Students with Disability in Non-State Schools 

https://nssab.qld.edu.au/Census/index.php
https://education.qld.gov.au/about-us/budgets-funding-grants/grants/non-state-school/students-with-disability-program
https://education.qld.gov.au/about-us/budgets-funding-grants/grants/non-state-school/students-with-disability-program
https://education.qld.gov.au/students/students-with-disability/support-to-non-state-schools
https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/dual-enrolment-of-students-with-disability-in-state-and-non-state-schools.docx
https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/dual-enrolment-of-students-with-disability-in-state-and-non-state-schools.docx


 

 

Disability  Recognised specialist  

Blindness or vision impairment  • Ophthalmologist, or in cases of cerebral vision impairment, a 
registered paediatrician or neurologist; and/or  

• Letter or report from optometrist or orthoptist and a functional 
vision assessment by a specialist teacher - blind/vision 
impairment.  

(Note: A student’s need to wear glasses alone is not a vision 
impairment) 

Deafness or hearing loss  • Audiologist or otolaryngologist (ear, nose and throat specialist).  

Physical impairment  • General Practitioner or registered medical specialist, such as a 
paediatrician, neurologist, orthopaedic surgeon, geneticist or 
rheumatologist (including Registrar or Fellow). 

 
The AVT Service Request form can be located at https://education.qld.gov.au/student/Documents/avt-service-
request-form.pdf 
 
Non-State schools request AVT service delivery using the statewide form provided to ISQ and QCEC and 
submit to avt.nssreferral@qed.qld.gov.au.  

Non-state schools contact the relevant Department of Education Regional Office nominated contact person if 
they have any specific queries regarding AVT service delivery for individual students. 

Students with disability equipment loan and trial service  

 
This service provides specialised equipment to support access and participation in curriculum activities to 
improve educational outcomes. The service operates in each of the Department’s Regions with a collection of 
highly specialised equipment being available through a state-wide service managed by the Department. 
 
The Department’s equipment loan and trial service is available for students enrolled in a non-state school 
whose activity limitations, participation restrictions and associated significant education adjustments require 
the trial of and/or loan of disability-specific specialised equipment, as determined by the AVT, in collaboration 
with the student’s educational team. 
 
Non-State Schools will be responsible for paying the cost of equipment delivery and return, and any repair or 
replacement costs.  
 
The service guidelines and request form for the Department’s non-state school students with disability 
equipment loan and trial can be located at: 

• Students with disability loan and equipment trial service – non-state school guidelines (PDF, 206KB) 

• Students with disability loan and equipment trial service – non-state school loan request 
form (PDF, 271KB) 
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Alternative format library (AFL) service  

 
The AFL service is a statewide production and resource service managed through the Department’s Statewide 
Vision Impairment Services. The AFL produces and lends a range of alternative format learning materials to 
assist students with BVI to access and participate in learning. The alternate format production and resource 
service can be accessed by eligible students enrolled in non-state schools.  
 
The non-state school completes a Media request form to borrow resources or to request that materials be 
produced, which is signed by the non-state school Principal who accepts the terms and conditions. 
 
In order to comply with Department of Education legal requirements, the Alternative Format Library 
Agreement must also be signed annually prior to requesting a loan and/or production service of the 
Alternative Format Library. 
 
If a requested item is not in the Alternative Format Library collection, a transcription service is provided to 
produce appropriate curriculum materials in braille (including tactile diagrams) or in large print. 
 

Education Low Vision Assessment Centre (ELVAC)  

 
ELVAC is based in Brisbane and provides outreach services to major centres throughout Queensland, including 
a wide range of specialised vision assessments, support and information to assist students with BVI, their 
families and specialist support staff. The ELVAC service can be accessed by eligible students enrolled in a non-
state school. Referral to the ELVAC and outreach services is made through AVTs with specialist skills in BVI in 
consultation with school staff, parents and the student (if appropriate), specialist teachers or relevant 
Department Regional staff. Medical practitioners can also make direct referrals to the ELVAC. 
 
To access the ELVAC, the non-state school consults with the AVT – BVI, who makes the referral to the ELVAC. 
This is completed in consultation with the student (where possible), parents/carers and school staff. Note: 
Medical practitioners can make referrals directly to the ELVAC. 
 
The Parent/Carer consent form is completed by the parent/carer and student (where possible) providing 
details of the student’s specialist/s and providing consent for the referral to the ELVAC. 
 
The parent/carer and the ELVAC consultant optometrist completes the Education Low Vision Assessment 
Centre – Medical release form.  
 

Non-state schools accredited to provide special education  

The Non-state schools persons with disability policy sets out the criteria for a student with disability to be 
eligible for the provision of special education in a non-state school. The policy document can be found on the 
following website. 

Website: 
https://education.qld.gov.au/about/budget-funding-grants/grants/non-state-schools/Documents/person-
with-disability-policy.pdf 
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Specialist Disability Support in Schools (SDSS) Program:  

The SDSS Program supports schools by providing funding to approved organisations to deliver services to 
improve access to and participation in curriculum and the educational outcomes for eligible school-aged 
students with disability. 
 
The SDSS Program Fact Sheet for Schools provides information on the purpose of the program, eligibility, types 
of service provision, privacy and confidentiality and more. The SDSS Program Fact Sheet can be found at 
https://education.qld.gov.au/about-us/budgets-funding-grants/grants/other-organisations/sdss/for-schools 
 
Website: 
https://education.qld.gov.au/about-us/budgets-funding-grants/grants/other-organisations/sdss 
 

Non-State Special Needs Organisations (NSSNO) Program:  

The NSSNO Program provides funding to organisations to deliver educational services and resources that 
enhance the participation, inclusion and outcomes of primary and secondary students with special needs in 
their educational setting. Student eligibility to receive a NSSNO service is as follows: 

• All students who are enrolled in a Queensland school (state or non-state); and 

• who require additional supports for adjustments to their learning program that their school is unable to 
provide.  

Schools request a NSSNO Program service by contacting the relevant service provider directly. Further 
information, including contact details for the organisations, can be found on the website below. 
 
Website: 
https://education.qld.gov.au/about-us/budgets-funding-grants/grants/other-organisations/non-state-special-
needs-org-program 

 

Transport Assistance for Non-State Schools: 
 
Students with disability may be eligible for the School Transport Assistance Scheme (STAS) which is 
administered by the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR). Parents/carers should apply here in the 
first instance. 
 
Website: 
https://translink.com.au/tickets-and-fares/concessions/school-students/school-transport-assistance 
 
If students with disability are not eligible for STAS, they may be eligible for Non-State Schools Transport 
Assistance Scheme (NSSTAS). To check for eligibility use eligibility questionnaire for Students with disability 
and the Travel capability rating scale on the website. 
 
Website: 
https://www.schooltransport.com.au/ 
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Transfer Notes for Students with Disability: 
 
A Transfer Note is to be completed by the former principal upon cessation of enrolment at the request of the 
relevant person or at the request of the new principal upon receiving an application for enrolment. The 
information in this document will assist a new principal with ensuring the continuity of the student’s 
educational program and meet duty of care obligations in relation to the student and school community. The 
template for a Transfer Note can be found at https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/student-transfer-note.pdf. 
 

Contacts: 

For further information, please contact your respective schooling sector on one of the below email addresses: 

Catholic Schools: disabilitysupport@qcec.catholic.edu.au 

Independent Schools: Studentservices@isq.qld.edu.au  
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